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Message from Dr. Males 
 

Greetings from Corvallis, 
 
As always, we invite you 
to read the newest (June, 
2009) edition of our 
alumni newsletter, 
“Animal Tracks,” posted 
on our website at 
http://ans.oregonstate.edu
/news/newsletters/index.h
tm .  Our newsletter has 
an update form - we 
would be pleased to hear 

from you and, if you would like, share an update in our 
next edition.   
 It is time once again for taking stock.  I just 
spent last week at the Range Field Day at the Northern 
Great Basin Experimental Range (Burns) and the 
Oregon Cattlemen’s mid year quarterly meeting in 
Baker City.  The parts of Oregon that Mike Borman 
and I were in on this trip were certainly green and lush.   
 Budgets are the main subject of conversation.  
The Oregon legislature just finished their session.  We 
don’t know the final outcome for the three budget lines 
that we use to operate the Department (the general 
University, Agriculture Experiment Station and 
Cooperative Extension budgets); however, overall cuts 
at this time are probably 11% for each.  Most everyone 
I’ve talked to expects there to be further cuts before the 
biennium is over. 
 There are on-going discussions about some 
major restructuring in the College of Agricultural 
Sciences at Oregon State University.  These changes 
may find us in a slightly different administrative 
reporting structure, but the fundamental program in 
Animal Sciences will not change.  There are serious 
discussions between the Department of Rangeland 
Ecology and Management and Animal Sciences about 
a possible merger.  Long term, this merger would allow 

us to better serve the range-livestock industry in 
Oregon and the region through research, education and 
Extension. 
 We’re looking forward to two new faculty 
additions this fall.  Dr. Gerd Bobe, a dairy cattle 
ruminant nutrition researcher, will be joining us from a 
post-doctoral experience at the National Cancer 
Institute at the National Institutes of Health.  In 
addition to his human cancer interest, Dr. Bobe has a 
strong research background in fatty livers in dairy 
cows.  We’re also in the midst of interviewing for the 
Banfield Professorship in Companion Animal 
Management.  We’re interviewing some excellent 
candidates and look forward to the successful 
completion of this important search. 
 Our student body continues to be large in 
numbers (over 380 majors) and in quality.  We 
reinstituted the Academic Quadrathlon this year after a 
five year hiatus and our local winning team went on to 
win the Western Section, American Society of Animal 
Science, AQ regional competition.  These students will 
now compete against the other three regional winners 
in a Beef Quiz Bowl at the National Cattlemen’s Beef 
Association Meeting in San Antonio.  You will also see 
in this issue of taking stock the success of our 
Intercollegiate Horse Show Team.  These students 
excelled through their entire season. 
 Finally, though we will continue to raise 
money, we’re going to start on initial construction of 
the Animal Sciences Education and Research Pavilion 
in August or September.  We have $3 million in hand 
and in pledges toward the building and the state match.   
 All in all, it’s been a good year.  There are 
changes occurring but the Department continues to 
have great people that are doing amazing things.  Stop 
in and see us when you are in the Corvallis area. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
James R. Males, Department Head                                 

A n i m a l    T r a c k s 
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“Farewell” to Cannons 
 
Matt and Val Cannon left the Department in April for 
Ohio.  Val, former instructor at our Clark Meat Center, 
has a new position as HACCP Director for a division 
of Sysco Foods in Toledo.  The move is a great 
opportunity for the Cannons to be closer to family, and 
therefore an opportunity they didn’t feel they could 
pass up.  Matt began as assistant professor of 
reproductive physiology in the Department in January, 
2006.  Val joined us as instructor at the Clark Meat 
Center in November of that year.  We will miss both 
Matt and Val and wish them the very best in their new 
endeavor (and, needless to say, the Clark Meat Center 
will never be the same!)   
 

Dr. Gerd Bobe to Join Department 
 
Despite the slow-down in hiring at OSU, our 
Department has good news.  Dr. Gerd Bobe will join 
us as ruminant nutritionist in the Fall.  A native of 
Germany, Gerd received his PhD at Iowa State, did a 
post doc at Michigan State, and is now working in the 
cancer institute at NIH.  His research on fatty liver in 
dairy cattle will be supported partly by the Linus 
Pauling Institute, and we look forward to opportunities 
for interdisciplinary nutrition research and teaching 
with the LPI on Dr. Bobe’s hire.    
 

Honors Awarded 
 
The Department is proud to announce that two of our 
faculty are recipients of major awards at society 
meetings this summer.  Congratulations to Jim 
Thompson and Fred Stormshak for the following!... 

 
Fred Stormshak To Receive SSR 
Distinguished Service Award 
 
Fred Stormshak will be receiving the Distinguished 
Service Award from the Society for the Study of 
Reproduction during the annual meeting of the Society 
July 18-22 in Pittsburgh, PA.  Fred was nominated for 
the award by Dr. Joy Pate of Penn State University. 
The award is given to honor persons who have made  
significant contributions through leadership and service 
to the field of reproductive biology.  
 

Jim Thompson Receives WSASAS 
Extension Award 
 
Jim Thompson was honored at the Western Section, 
American Society of Animal Science, meeting at Fort 
Collins, CO, June 16-18, by being named recipient of 
the WSASAS Extension Award.  Jim was recognized 
for his 20 years of service to the sheep producers of 
Oregon and his contributions to sheep management 
research.  In recent years, Jim has taught classes in 
feeds and feeding as well as sheep industry and 
production classes in the Department and annually 
presents a lecture on sheep nutrition to students in the 
College of Veterinary Medicine.  Jim has been an 
active member of WSASAS over the years and in 2006 
served as WSASAS President. 

 
Animal Sciences in the News 
 
The June 5th edition of the Capital Press featured a 
story on page 8E by John Schmitz titled “Scientists 
scrutinize organic herd health.”  The article sums up 
work being done by Mike Gamroth  and MS student 
Katie Stiglbauer to examine the impact of organic vs. 
conventional management practices on dairy herd 
health and production.  According to Mike, common 
speculation is that if you’re organic you won’t be able 
to produce as much milk, and disease will be a 
problem.  Data collected from this study should put 
such speculation to rest.  The bulk of the nearly $1 
million in USDA funds to support the two year study 
has been given to the University of Wisconsin, which 
has selected OSU and Cornell to participate in the 
study.  Over the next two summers, Katie Stiglbauer 
will be traveling the state, visiting 50 organic and 
conventional dairies, armed with a 27 page 
questionnaire focusing on disease as well as housing, 
milking procedures, lactation cycles and water quality.  
In the end, the study should come up with helpful 
benchmarks for keeping dairy cows healthy, on both 
conventional and organic farms, while optimizing 
income and milk quality.      

 

Departmental News 
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Open House Celebrates Dairy 
Upgrade 
 
  

 

 
Pictures from Dairy Open House held April 23rd (from top 
left clockwise): Cow in milking stall with pedometer, photo 
courtesy of Casey Campbell, Corvallis Gazette Times; 
Guests viewing milking stalls; Ben Krahn (l) and Aurora 
Villarroel (r) with guests in milking parlor; BBQ lunch, 
hosted by Mike Gamroth.   
 
Contented cows produce more milk.  That is the 
bottom line reason for a new, state-of-the-art data entry 
system that has arrived at our dairy all the way from 
Israel.  Many from the Department and industry, as 
well as representatives of the media, enjoyed having a 
look at the new system at the Dairy’s open house held 
April 23rd.  With the new equipment, which includes a 
pedometer fitted to each cow’s leg, researchers can 
now measure how many times a cow lies down per 
day, how long she lies down throughout the day, and 
the steps she takes per hour, in addition to her milk 
production and milk conductivity (proxy for mastitis 
detection).  At each milking, data from the pedometers 
is transmitted to receivers in the stall.  According to 
Dr. Aurora Villarroel , the pedometers are a way to 
interpret what the cows are doing without being there 
24-7.  Contented cows lie down more.  This activity 
increases blood flow to the udder, resulting in 
increased milk production.  Dr. Villarroel’s hope is that 
data gathered by the new pedometers will result in 
management practices that  maximize cow comfort, as 
well as improve dairy efficiency.  The equipment 
donation came about through collaborative work that 
she has been doing with S.A.E. Afikim, an Israeli 
manufacturer, beginning in Spain in 1997.  According 
to Dairy Manager Ben Krahn, data collection that the 
equipment makes possible, from a research facility 
stand-point, is like none other outside of Israel.  

 
Spring Awards Program Held   
 

 
Peer Advisors, 2008-2009, and hosts for the Department’s 
Spring awards program (l to r):  Brittnee Southland, Sara 
Livesay, Christina Bernards, Stephani Weisbart.  
 
Animal Sciences held its Undergraduate Recognition 
Program on the afternoon of April 24th.  In keeping 
with the times, the program was scaled back 
significantly from recent Spring award dinner 
programs.  Though the Department did not induct a 
new member into the Withycombe Club this year, due 
recognition was given our hard working undergrads, 
including 2009 American Society of Animal Science 
Undergraduate Scholars, and recipients of ANS 
Scholarships for 2009-10.  Hosted by Animal Sciences’ 
Peer Advisors, the afternoon event was attended by 
many faculty, staff, and students. 
 
At the end of the Department’s awards program, 
Academic Advisor Dodi Reesman was presented with 
the Sue Crockett Memorial Award.    Dr. Jim 
Oldfield , sponsor of the award, was there to make the 
presentation.  Sue Crockett, long time accountant in the 
Department, is remembered for her dedication, 
integrity and firm hand when needed.  Thus it is no 
surprise that Dodi was nominated for this award.  A 
few of the characteristics that nominators mentioned 
about Dodi were her ability to listen to students and 
help them with their concerns, her cheerful and 
welcoming personality, and her willingness to take on 
extra tasks needing to be done in the Department.  
Dodi joined our Department in 1997.  She has devoted 
many years to serving our students, and we’re 
delighted to see her receive this award.    
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Grants Awarded 

 
Gita Cherian, Ag Research Foundation, $11,500,   
“Camelina sativa for omega-3 egg production.”  
 
Mike Gamroth , University of Wisconsin, $128,000 
for collaborative research in the area of health and 
well-being of organic cows (note article, page 2).      
 
Jim Males, Ag Research Foundation, $12,500,   
“Puberty development and reproductive performance 
in beef heifers fed rations supplemented with Oregon 
by-product feeds.” 
 
Fred Menino, Ag Research Foundation, $12,500,   
“Plasma markers of cystic ovarian disease:  
Plasminogen activators and inhibitors.” 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
 
     An Interview with... 

     Reinaldo Cooke 

     Assistant Professor, EOARC 

______________________________________ 
 

What got you interested in animal 
agriculture? 
 
I was born in Brazil, and grew up 
in a small town surrounded by beef 
cattle and sugar cane operations in 
the state of Sao Paulo.  As a kid, 
agriculture and rodeo were always 
part of my life.  When I turned 18, I 

joined the Brazilian Air Force because my biggest 
dream was to fly jets. However, I’m 6’4’’, and the 
instructors decided that I was too tall to join the flight 
academy. I decided then to go back to my roots, and 
enrolled at the Sao Paulo State University – Animal 
Sciences and Veterinary Medicine School. I graduated 
in 2003, and moved to Florida in the summer of 2004 
to begin my Master’s degree. During grad school, I 
married my college sweetheart, Flavia, who then 
moved to Florida and began working on her Master’s 
in Animal Molecular and Cell Biology. In 2008, I 
graduated with my PhD, found out I was going to be a 
dad, and had the opportunity to apply for a Beef 
Specialist position with Oregon State University! 
 
 

 
What brought you to EOARC and what is the focus of 
your work here?  
  
All my graduate work focused on cow-calf production 
within extensive forage-based systems. Although 
Florida and Oregon are completely different in terms of 
weather and environment, cattle production in these 
states shares some similarities. Further, I like 
challenges, and moving to the other side of the country 
was one that got me really excited. I always wanted to 
experience the western way of life.  At the EOARC, I 
plan to build an integrated research and extension 
program targeted to address the needs of beef cattle 
producers in the state of Oregon. More specifically, I 
plan to directly investigate questions and issues raised 
by Oregon beef producers, delivering answers and 
results via extension activities and materials, and also 
focus my research program on alternatives to enhance 
productivity of growing and mature cattle within cow-
calf scenarios.  One focus of my research is the effect 
of stress, in the form of human interaction, on the 
reproductive performance of beef cows and heifers.  
Calves see humans as predators, and if they are not 
used to being handled by people at an early age, they 
get extremely stressed and release the hormone 
cortisol, which can be detrimental to their reproductive 
process.  Getting used to human interaction by the time 
they are weaned is a huge step in reducing stress levels, 
resulting in puberty at a younger age. 
 
What do you like best about your job? 
 
I like to work on a research station, seeing cattle right 
outside my window. When I need a break from writing 
papers, I can go outside and relax a little. Eastern 
Oregon is a beautiful place, and we can see the Steens 
Mountains from the station. People are friendly, and 
the small town environment is being really good for me 
and my wife.  Even though we’ve been here for less 
than a year, it seems that we know almost everybody in 
town! 
  
Outside of your work, what do you enjoy doing?    
 
I like sports, particularly soccer (I’m from Brazil, of 
course), rodeo, and football. I also enjoy fishing and 
hunting. I like to drive to the forest right outside Burns 
and hike with Flavia and our three dogs.  Of course 
now, with the birth of our first child, Victor, in early 
May, home has become much busier!  My wife also 
works at the EOARC, as faculty research assistant.  My 
parents, sister and brother are all in Brazil, and I miss 
them terribly. Nevertheless, I try to go back to Brazil at 
least once a year, for the holidays, and they also come 
visit us at least once a year. 
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Pictured left, from l to r:  Dr. Dan Rule, Regional Academic 
Quadrathalon Contest (AQ) Coordinator; OSU’s AQ Team 
members Andrew Hartenstein, Keely Oswald, Tyler Gray, 
and Nick Moxley; Advisor Matt Kennedy. 
 

OSU Wins Western Section, Academic 
Quadrathalon   

…Matt Kennedy 
 

Members of the winning team from our local 
Academic Quadrathalon (AQ) contest traveled to 
Cedar City, UT, on April 17-18 to compete at the 
Western Section, American Society of Animal Science 
AQ contest.  Members of the OSU team were Keely 
Oswald, Tyler Gray, Nick Moxley, and Andrew 
Hartenstein. A total of 6 teams participated in the 
contest including BYU-Idaho, Colorado State, New 
Mexico State, Utah State, Wyoming, and of course 
Oregon State. OSU had not participated in the regional 
contest since 2005. 
 
The AQ contest consists of four events:  written exam, 
oral presentation, lab practicum (7 labs), and quiz 
bowl. Teams completed the written exam and oral 
presentation on Friday (17th), and the lab practicum and 
quiz bowl on Saturday (18th). OSU’s team placed 3rd in 
the written exam and 1st in the oral presentation.  The 
topic for the oral presentation is chosen by the advisors 
as a timely and controversial topic; this year the topic 
was “Horse Slaughter.”  This is the 4th time OSU has 
won the oral presentation since the year 2000.  
 
 

OSU placed 3rd in the quiz bowl. In this double 
elimination event, OSU received a bye for first round, 
won in the second round but lost the next two games. 
In the lab practicum, OSU continued a strong tradition 
of being exceptional hands-on learners by placing 1st. 
OSU won the beef and reproduction labs, placed 2nd in 
nutrition lab, 3rd in the sheep, meats, and health labs 
while finishing 5th in the horse practicum.  After all 
events had finished, results were announced and OSU 
was named the overall winner of the contest. This 
follows OSU’s first place win in 2005. 
 
For placing first overall, each team member received a 
belt buckle. OSU will represent the western region at 
the national contest, which will be held next year at the 
National Cattlemen's Beef Association Annual 
Convention in San Antonio, TX, on January 27-30.  
Winners of each of the 4 regional competitions 
(Western, Southern, Midwestern, and Northeastern) 
advance to the national contest. 
 
 

ANS Students Attend PEPA Meeting 
 

… Tom Savage 
 
In early March, four ANS undergrads traded Oregon’s 
cooler than usual weather for sunny Hawaii. The 
annual meeting of the Pacific Egg and Poultry 
Association (PEPA) was convened on the island of 
Hawaii at the Sheraton Waikoloa.  PEPA provides 
hotel accommodations and meals to poultry students in 
return for their participation in the meeting’s 
proceedings in an effort to encourage career interests in 
the industry.  
 
During the meetings, student academic 
accomplishments are recognized at an awards 
breakfast. Again, OSU students were successful.  The 
students returned with 6 of 20 scholarships awarded to 
poultry students in the western region of the U.S.  
Recipients of $850 scholarships (due to the economy, 
reduced from the previous $1650) were Rachel 
McGovern, Grace Mountainspring, Salvador Rios 
and an incoming freshman.  Julie Kelly and Travis 
Schaal, former ANS students now at OSU’s Vet 
School, were also scholarship recipients.  The annual 
scrapbook competition held among participating 
poultry clubs resulted in a first-place tie between OSU 
and U C-Davis.  Andrea Bruce, an OSU senior 
majoring in Agricultural Business Management and 
Animal Sciences (poultry option) received a Student 
Award of Merit for her contributions and leadership 
efforts. 

 

Student Activities 
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OSU Takes 2nd at IHSA Nationals 
 

 

 
 
On April 23-26, the Oregon State University equestrian 
team competed at Middle Tennessee State University 
in Murfreesboro, TN, at the prestigious International 
Horse Show Association (IHSA) National 
Championship. Throughout the course of the four day 
competition, Oregon State riders were able to collect 
enough points to earn the title of Reserve National 
Champion Team behind the University of Findlay (four 
time National Top Two Team), tying with The Ohio 
State University (four time National Top Two team).   
 
Aside from the team competition, four riders competed 
individually in Western at IHSA Nationals this year. 
Sophomore Haley Marsh gave an extraordinary 
performance—landing herself the title of Reserve 
Champion in her Novice Horsemanship class. Junior 
Kathleen Kruchok placed tenth in her Beginner 
Horsemanship class, while Freshman Elizabeth 
Whitman finished tenth in her Open Horsemanship 
class. Senior Sara Gibson rode in both Open 
Horsemanship and Reining—and although she was out 
of the ribbons in reining, came back for a fourth place 
finish in Open Horsemanship. With impressive top ten 
finishes in four out of five individual western classes, 
the individual western riders easily proved themselves 
as top notch competitors. 
 
Although the English team fell short of qualifying for 
national competition, three individual riders 
represented OSU at Nationals in the English 

competition. In fields of 18 
riders per class, the English 
riders were up against difficult 
odds. Sophomore Kathryn 
Pratt  rode into an incredible 
third place finish in her 
Intermediate Over Fences 
class—the highest placing for 
any Oregon State English rider 
to date. In addition to Pratt’s 
chart topping finish, 
Sophomore Hayley McGuire 
placed 7th in her Walk-Trot-
Canter Equitation class. 
 
Among the large number of 
team and individual 

competitors, two of OSU’s graduating seniors received 
the local High Point titles. Sara Gibson (Western) and 
Katie Curtis  (English) accumulated enough points 
individually over the season in their respective 
disciplines to earn themselves each a spot in the overall 
highpoint competition at Nationals. Gibson competed 
in two phases of the American Quarter Horse 
Association Highpoint Rider competition- showing in 
both reining and western horsemanship classes with 
other highpoint riders from around the country.  Curtis 
competed in the two phases of Cachionne Cup- riding 
in jumping and English equitation classes. Both of 
these titles are highly coveted and are considered the 
pinnacle of individual competition in IHSA. Although 
neither senior placed in these grueling face-offs, both 
showed incredible skill, proving that their spot in the 
competition was well deserved. 
 
With the best National placing to date for the Western 
team, the Beavers have high hopes going into next 
year’s season. For more information regarding OSU’s 
IHSA team, please visit www.osuihsa.com. 
 
Ed Note:  OSU’s Barometer featured an article about 
the IHSA team  on May 13, citing dedicated practice (5 
times a week at least) and the strong supportive bond 
among team members and coach Dawn Salazar as 
reasons for their best showing nationally since the 
team’s founding in 2000.  According to Hayley 
McGuire, East Coast schools have not seen West 
Coast schools as a threat in the past.  No more!   
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Long-time friend of the Department and former Mink 
Farm Manager John Adair stopped by to say hello in 
late March.  John brought in a piece of art that he had 
made, an exquisite, large platter patterned with more 
than 100 pieces of inlaid wood from around the world.  
The piece is one in a long series of wood works he has 
done for his family.  John is still living in Corvallis.      
 
Susan Basler Tomlinson (BS ’82) lives in Edmond, 
OK, where she owns a small animal veterinary clinic.  
She is married to Tommy Tomlinson and they have 
two sons, Marty (26) and Bunee (16).   
 
Dennis Bel Isle (MS ’75) completed a doctorate in 
Behavioral Physiology following his MS from OSU.  
For the next 15 years, he worked primarily for BP 
Exploration Alaska as a systems engineer.  In 2003, he 
retired from Strategic Planning (DOD) with USAAK.  
Following a term as a board member of the Historical 
Society, he is supported now by equities trading and a 
writing career. 
 

Taylor Callicrate  (BS ’06) 
completed an animal behavior 
internship at the Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo in December, 2008.  
Taylor will be starting a PhD program 
in Animal Science at the University of 
Maryland this August, where, 
hopefully, she be able to collaborate 

with scientists at the zoo, although not on the same 
project. 

We asked Taylor about her internship, and she kindly 
sent details:  For my internship, I worked with the 
zoo’s curatorial resident, bird house curator, biologists 
and keepers to design and carry out an environmental 
enrichment project with the zoo’s two cassowaries.  
And yes, they are very mean!  They are the only birds 
whose pens keepers do not enter because the birds are 
very aggressive and have a spike on their foot that 
would cause a lot of damage if they kicked you.  Of the 
two birds at the zoo, both females, one was a bit nicer 
than the other.  The mean one, Earl, would lunge at us 
through the fence when we were working with her, but 
the nicer one, Earlene, was very calm and would even 
come to the visitor fence to be close to zoo visitors.  
For the project, we tested enrichment items that would 
allow the cassowaries to spend some time foraging, 
since that behavior takes up most of their time in the 
wild. We hid their food (fruit) in straw, hung it on 

skewers in trees, and scattered it throughout the pen to 
create foraging opportunities.  We also used 
exploration-related enrichment items, such as mirrors, 
straw “mops”, and boomer balls, to introduce a little 
unpredictability to their environment. Overall, the 
foraging devices were more successful in increasing 
activity and enrichment-related behaviors for both 
cassowaries.  

It was delightful to see Katie Dunlap (BS ‘01, MS 
’02) again in June.  Katie was in the area to receive a 
Distinguished Alumni Award from Linn Benton 
Community College.  After leaving OSU, Katie 
completed a PhD program at Texas A&M (2006), and 
now is a researcher at the university’s Animal Science  
uterine biology lab.  Katie says she loves life at 
College Station, a university town similar to Corvallis, 
though she misses trees and the seasons.  She was here 
with her fiancé, who also is with Texas A&M.      
 
Andrew Hammond (BS ’71) was featured in the 
USDA Publications “People in the News” in the 
September-October (Volume 67) issue, 2008.  Dr. 
Hammond is Area Director of the Agricultural 
Research Service’s Pacific West Area, based in 
Albany, CA.  From May, 2004, until his selection for 
this position, he served as the Associate Area Director 
of the Pacific West Area for ARS.  He  was Associate 
Area Director of ARS’s South Atlantic Area, based in 
Athens, GA, from 2000-04.  He served as Assistant 
Area Director of the Pacific West Area from 1998-
2000.  He spent nearly 14 years, from 1985-98, 
working as the research leader of the agency’s 
Subtropical Agricultural Research Station in 
Brooksville, FL, where he specialized in beef cattle 
nutrition research.  Andy began his ARS career in 1980 
as a Research Animal Scientist at the Ruminant 
Nutrition laboratory within ARS’s Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center in Beltsville, MD.  From 
1971-74 he served as a livestock extension technician 
with the U.S. Peace Corps in the Philippines.       
 
Long-time County Extension Agent and County 
Chairman in Klamath Falls Ron Hathaway visited the 
Department in April.  Ron, now retired, continues to 
live in the Klamath area and keeps busy with family 
and friends. 
 
It was wonderful to see Tom and Pat Hill, of 
Terrebonne, Oregon, in early April.  Tom says he  
doesn’t know how he could be deserving of such a 

 

Of Friends and Alums 
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great new   job – he’s loving  his position as president 
of Ankony Farms, a seedstock company based in 
Georgia breeding Angus, Simmental and Hereford 
cattle.  Tom left the Department in September, 2007.  
Though he and Pat miss the green of the valley, they 
are getting to travel extensively and are enjoying 
seeing new parts of the country.   
 
Kelly Jenkins Nielsen (BS ’84) is Oregon’s only 
board-certified acupuncturist and herbalist who is also 
a veterinarian.  Kelly also has a Master’s in 
acupuncture and Oriental medicine and treats both 
people and pets in her acupuncture and herbal clinic.   
 
Kevin Julian (BS 2007), a career U.S. Marine, is 
being deployed to Afghanistan in April.  Kevin’s 
address is 2nd Lt. Kevin R. Julian, 1st CEB, H&S; Unit 
40501; FPO AE 96427-0501.  
 
Kyle Orwig (PhD ’94) is an assistant professor in the 
Department of Obstetrics/Gynecology and 
Reproductive Sciences at the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine.  Kyle’s research focuses on 
spermatogonial stem cells in the testis that maintain 
sperm production throughout the pubertal life of 
mammals.  His fundamental studies in mice and rats 
investigate the molecular mechanisms controlling stem 
cell developmental potential.  Preclinical and 
translational studies investigate the potential of 
spermatogonial stem cells to treat some cases of male 
infertility. 
 
Lonnie Murphy  (Quinlan) (BS ’97) moved to Deer 
Lodge, MT, two years ago to be closer to her aging 
parents.  She left her job as a Fisheries Biologist with 
the U.S. Forest Service to make this move and is 
currently enjoying a “break” from full-time 
employment.  She is always thinking of home-based 
business options or self-employment options for the 
future, but has not found the perfect fit as of yet.     
 
Bob Pawelek, former Animal Sciences Extension 
agent, has transferred from Carlsbad, NM, to 
Ridgecrest, CA, where he is Branch Chief for Natural 
Resources in the BLM’s California Desert District.  
Bob says that this makes 3 deserts and 4 time zones 
that he has resided in.  Being a little bit closer to 
Oregon, he might be wandering in one of these days!   
 
Joseph Riker (BS ’62 Animal Science, MS ‘64 
Zoology) retired from his position as city manager of 
Orland, CA, in 2008, though he has continued to serve 
as interim city manager since that time.  He and his 
wife hope to move back to Oregon; they are looking in 
the Medford-Grants Pass area, probably to do 
consulting work or interim manager jobs.  Joseph says 

this just proves you can do about anything with an 
agricultural degree. 
 
Leonard W. (Bill) Riley III  (BS ’56; MS ’57) 
returned home to Oregon in September following 
completion of another two-year assignment with the 
U.S. Peace Corps in Guatemala.  The John Deere 
Magazine, The Furrow, Spring, 2008, features an 
article written about Bill’s many years of activities in 
Guatemala.       
 
Kendall Rivers (BS ’08) currently lives in Washington 
state and is working on her Master’s degree in 
Bioinformatics through the Polytechnic Institute of 
NYU’s online program.  This has given her a great 
opportunity to continue her education while having the 
freedom to be located where she needs to be. 
 

Lee Shapiro (Ph.D. 
’90) sends us this 
picture taken in 
Perris, CA, at a ranch 
that uses elephants in 
the movies. Lee 
takes his students 
there to discuss 
animal welfare 
issues, disease 
prevention in exotics, 
nutrition and general 
management of 
elephants.  Lee 
continues to live in 

Simi Valley, CA, where he is director of the Pre-
Veterinary Program at Los Angeles Pierce College in 
Woodland Hills.  He has just finished the second 
edition of his book,  Pathology and Parasitology for 
Veterinary Technicians (2009), Cengage Learning, 
Publishers. 
 

The Oregon Stater magazine, 
Spring, 2009, features a story titled 
“The Vet and the Vet,” describing 
how ANS grad Kristin (Van 
Dusen) Zedwick (BS ’05), 6’ 09 
graduate of OSU’s College of 
Veterinary Medicine, met and 
married another kind of “vet,” Matt 
Zedwick, an OSU business student 

who is the only Oregon National Guard soldier since 
World War II to win the Silver Star for valor.  The 
couple attracted attention in December when Matt won 
$227,000 on the television game show, “Deal or No 
Deal.”     
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Dale and Mary Jane 
Weber, March 29, 1959 
 
Congratulations to 
Dale and Mary Jane 
Weber, who celebrated 
their 50th wedding 
anniversary at the 
CH2M Hill Alumni 
Center in March!    
 
 
 

 
After graduating from Animal 
Sciences with a BS degree in 2006, 
Jessica (Snyder) Wilson traveled  
to Louisiana State University to 
start an MS program with Dr. 
Kenneth Bondioli.  Jessica will be 
defending her thesis in early April, 
after which she will apply to several 

embryologist and research associate positions in the 
area.  Her thesis is on determining gene copy number 
in transfected caprine (goat) fibroblast cells.  Jessica 
was also responsible for an experiment comparing the 
gene expression of day 7 and 8 bovine blastocysts, to 
investigate if there is a difference in the developmental 
competence of these embryos.  Jessica says she never 
thought that this is where her education would take her, 
but she loves working in the field.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We Remember… 
 
James T. (Jim) Elings of Klamath Falls passed away 
in late December.  Jim graduated in Animal Husbandry 
from OSU in 1947.  He served 26 years as an 
Extension Animal Science Specialist in Oregon (7 
years) and California (19 years).  He was Director of 
UC Agricultural Extension in Sacramento County, and 
Technical Director of the California Beef Cattle 
Improvement Association.  Jim authored over 150 
semi-technical and popular articles and Extension 
publications.  He researched and developed plans and 
procedures for large scale confinement cow-calf 
operations to utilize crop by-products as a primary feed 
resource.  He also served as a consultant to 
Indentronix, Inc., which developed an electronic 
system for identification of livestock.  Jim was 
inducted into OSU’s Diamond Pioneers in November, 
2003.    
 
Another loss of the past half year is Joe B. Johnson.  
Joe graduated from OSU in 1939 with a major in 
animal husbandry and agricultural education and 
subsequently earned a Master’s degree here.  He was a 
high school teacher in Imbler and Helix, Oregon, and 
also taught livestock judging and coached the  
Livestock Judging Team in our  Department for a time.  
Joe entered the Marine Corps in 1942; his Pacific 
platoon received the Presidential Citation and Joe 
earned a Bronze Star for his leadership.  He completed 
his Ph.D. at Pullman, and was Extension Equine 
Specialist and Swine Specialist in Washington for 27 
years.  Joe was a nationally recognized livestock judge, 
specializing in horses, and advised/encouraged the 
national Appaloosa Club in its development.  His 
contributions to 4-H were recognized in 2001 when he 
was inducted into the 4-H Hall of Fame.  
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Pavilion Fund Raising Nearing Goal 
 

The Department wishes to thank all those who have donated to our new Education and Research Pavilion.  We have 
reached $3 million in private giving and pledges toward our $4 million goal.  The plan is to begin construction on the 
initial phase of the project this fall.  We’re excited to see the actual building phase begin.  The decision has been made 
to split the building into four components. 
 
Ms. Anita Summers left over $500,000 in her estate in order to support a naming opportunity for the Animal Sciences 
Education and Research Pavilion for Dr. Jim Oldfield .  Anita’s donation puts us well on our way to meeting 
University guidelines for this naming opportunity.  However, we need your help to ensure that we can name the facility 
in Dr. Oldfield’s honor.  Please seriously consider a gift to the building project in Dr. Oldfield’s name.  A gift of any 
size will be helpful as we try to raise an additional $1 million so that we can take advantage of the entire $4 million 
state match. 
 
All gifts should be made out to and mailed to the OSU Foundation, PO Box 1438, Corvallis, OR, 97331, with “Animal 
Sciences Facilities Fund” written on the check.    

 
 

 

Join the OSU Alumni Community 
 

Since 1988, the OSU Alumni Association has offered life and annual memberships.  The revenue from these goes to 
support the programs that connect alums with OSU.  Everything from reunions to tailgaters bring thousands of 
Beavers back to their alma mater.  Many thousands more attend picnics and special educational events featuring OSU 
faculty.  Thanks to membership revenue, the Association offers travel programs, scholarship program support, alumni 
and faculty awards and Student Alumni programs.  Membership also means special gifts at events, and discounts at 
the OSU Bookstore and Campus Connection.  There are additional discounts for OSUAA events, entertainment, car 
rentals and vacation theme parks.  The most popular benefit is the award winning magazine, the Oregon Stater.  
Annual memberships are $45 (individual) and $55 (joint), or $25 (individual) and $30 (joint) for graduates of the past 
5 years.  For more details about joining the Alumni Association, go to http://alumni.oregonstate.edu, or call toll free 
1-866-416-8454 or 541-737-7853.   
 



    June, 2009                                                                                                         Animal Tracks      11 

Alumni Information  
 

(To reply by web, use link at http://ans.oregonstate.edu/news/newsletters/index.htm)  
 

________________________________________________________    ___________________    _____________________ 
Name Year of  Graduation Major 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Address (city, state, zip) 
 
________________________________________________    __________________________________________________  
Phone number(s)                                                                         Email Address 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________  
Employer  
 
Please give us an update on where you are in life today.  Do you have a story and perhaps picture that we could 
publish in a future newsletter?  If so, please email as Word document with JPEG photo to 
animal.tracks@oregonstate.edu, or mail hard copies to Animal Tracks, Department of Animal Sciences, OSU, 112 
Withycombe Hall, Corvallis, OR, 97331.       
 
_____ Yes, I would like to share my update in a future issue of Animal Tracks. 
_____ No, I prefer not to share my update in a future issue of Animal Tracks.       
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______ Yes, I would like to receive information about how a donation to the E.R. Jackman/OSU Foundation can  
 benefit the Department of Animal Sciences. 
 
______ Yes, I can be contacted regarding an internship opportunity for Animal Sciences undergrads. 
 
______ Yes, I would like future editions of Animal Tracks to be sent to me electronically (email address above). 
 
 Please return to:  Animal Tracks, Animal Sciences, Oregon State University, 112 Withycombe Hall, Corvallis, 
OR 97331-6702. 
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                             ANIMAL TRACKS 
                             Animal Sciences OSU 
                             112 Withycombe Hall 
                             Corvallis, Oregon  97331-6702 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How You  Can Reach Us (Area Code 541)… 
 
Administration 
 James R. Males, Department Head......................737-1891 
 Nora Ross, Office Manager .................................737-1890 
Undergraduate Advising 
 Tom Savage, Head Advisor.................................737-5066        
 Dodi Reesman, Academic Advisor......................737-4761 
Graduate Program 
 Dodi Reesman .....................................................737-4761 
Extension Offices 
 Beef – Reinaldo Cooke........................................573-4083 
 Dairy – Mike Gamroth ........................................737-3316 
 Equine – Dawn Sherwood ...................................737-1929 
 Poultry – Jim Hermes ..........................................737-2254 
 Sheep – Jim Thompson........................................737-1908    
 Veterinary Medicine – Charles Estill...................737-1931 
 Veterinary Medicine – Aurora Villarroel ............737-1931 
 
Animal Tracks website:   http://ans.oregonstate.edu/news/newsletters/index.htm  
 
 
   Animal Tracks is published biannually by the Department of Animal Sciences, Oregon State University; Editor, Helen Chesbrough. 

 


