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“Farewell” to Cannons 
 
Matt and Val Cannon are 
leaving the Department early this 
month for Ohio.  Val has 
accepted a position as a HACCP 
Director for a division of Sysco 
Foods in Toledo.  The new 
position is a great opportunity for 
the Cannons to be closer to 
family, and therefore an 
opportunity they didn’t feel they 
could pass up.  Matt has been an 
assistant professor in the 
Department since January, 2006.  
Val joined us as instructor at the 
Clark Meat Center in November 
of that year.  We will miss both 
Matt and Val and wish them the 
very best in their new endeavor 
(and, needless to say, the Clark 
Meat Center will never be the 
same!  Note article, page 3).  The   
Meat Center retail store will 
remain open Thursday and Friday 
afternoons Spring term.�

Upgrading OSU’s 
Dairy 
  
How does our OSU Dairy stand 
at the forefront of all dairies in 
North America?  The answer to 
that question is in new, state-of-
the- art equipment that has 
arrived at our dairy all the way 
from Israel.  With the current 
equipment, donated in part by 
S.A.E. Afikim, an Israeli 
manufacturer, we can measure 
how many times a cow lies down 
per day, how long she lies down 
throughout the day, steps taken 
per hour (activity pedometers), 
accurate milk production, and 
milk conductivity (proxy for 
mastitis detection) at each 
milking.  For dairy cows, there is 
a positive, though fairly 
uninvestigated, correlation 
between the amount of time spent 
lying down and quality and 
quantity of milk produced. With 

this new equipment we will be 
able to investigate this correlation 
more in detail, along with other 
unknown relationships between 
cow-comfort and herd health. Our 
OSU Dairy is currently the only 
center in the USA with this 
advanced technology to measure 
cow comfort. 
  
The equipment donation came 
about through collaborative work 
that Aurora Villarroel  has been 
doing with Afikim, beginning in 
Spain in 1997.  According to 
Dairy Manager Ben Krahn, data 
collection that this equipment will 
make possible, from a research 
facility stand-point, will be like 
none other outside of Israel.  
Funds for the final component of 
the data generating system came 
through the College of Ag 
Sciences’ Building Use Credit, 
and through Aurora’s funds at the 
College of Veterinary Medicine.  
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  4/10 Birthday Cake and Coffee, Staff Lounge, 2:30 p.m.    
 
  4/11 OSU Pig and Lamb Sale.  Benton County Fairgrounds, preview beginning 11:00 a.m.   
     
  4/23 Dairy Open House, 1:00-4:00 p.m.  Details tba. 
 
  4/24 ANS Spring Awards Program, Withycombe 109, 4:00 p.m. 
 
  4/28 MS Defense, Hannah Morris.  “ The effects of rearing environment on learning ability   
    and behavior in laying chickens.”  Harvey Conference Room, 1:00 p.m. 
 
   



The system is now in place and 
working.  
  
Ben reports that, in addition to the 
milking system, the Dairy has a 
new manure separator, valued at 
$15,000, donated by the Ginger 
family in Tillamook.     
  
In celebration of all these new 
things, the Dairy is hosting an 
Open House on Thursday April 
23, from 1:00-4:00 p.m. – so 
mark your calendars; details on 
this event will be coming later in 
the month. 
  
Spring Awards 
Program Moved to 
Afternoon  
 
Due to the severity of the OSU 
budget reduction for the balance 
of the 2009 academic year, the 
format of the annual awards 
program has been changed, from 
an evening dinner program to a 
shorter, afternoon gathering.  The 
program will be held from 4-5 
p.m. on April 24th (refreshments 
included!)  
 
Though the Department will not 
be inducting a new member into 
the Withycombe Club this year, 
there will be plenty to celebrate in 
the way of graduating seniors, 
2009 American Society of 
Animal Science Undergraduate 
Scholars, and recipients of ANS 
Scholarships for 2009-10.  
 
With the change in format and 
time, it is hoped that many 
faculty, staff, and students will 
attend - please mark your 
calendars for this celebratory 
event. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OSU Pig and Lamb 
Sale April 11  
“Increasing quality livestock, 
increasing education” 
 

…Brianna Panter 
 
There’s something to be said 
about youth that are involved in 
livestock - most of them are hard 
workers and enjoy their projects.  
This year the OSU Livestock 
Judging Team is hosting their 
annual Pig and Lamb sale at the 
Benton County Fairgrounds April 
11, with a preview starting at 
11:00 a.m.  
 
This event should prove to be 
nothing less than wonderful.  
There are some changes being 
made that should really enhance 
the education 4-H and FFA youth 
get out of the OSU sale.  The first 
change is that half the livestock 
will be sold via lot number, and 
the other half the traditional OSU 
way, via bidders’ choice.  With 
the introduction of lot numbers, 
the Livestock Judging Team has 
put together a new auction 
platform, and it’s sure to 
impress!  For the lamb portion of 
the sale, we have introduced a 
“13-tooth blade” rule, which 
leaves the lamb with a longer 
fleece fending off fungus, 
ringworm, and also keeps them 
warm in their travels.  Did I 
mention that quality will increase 
because each lamb has been pre-
approved (for show quality) prior 
to the sale?  The last portion of 
information youth will receive 
from the sale, besides all the 
knowledge from producers, is a 
pamphlet with basic care tips for 
taking home a new pig or lamb, 
including hints for being 
successful in the show ring.   
 
Altogether, the changes in our 
sale should help students learn 
more and be more successful in 
their projects.  We encourage 
everyone to come out to the sale 

and support OSU!  For 
information or questions 
regarding the sale, please contact 
Brianna Panter at 737-3292. 
 

ANS Students Attend 
PEPA Meeting 
 
In early March, four ANS 
undergrads traded Oregon’s 
cooler than usual weather for 
sunny Hawaii. The annual 
meeting of the Pacific Egg and 
Poultry Association (PEPA) was 
convened on the island of Hawaii 
at the Sheraton Waikoloa.  PEPA 
provides hotel accommodations 
and meals to poultry students in 
return for their participation in the 
meeting’s proceedings in an 
effort to encourage career 
interests in the industry.  
 
During the meetings, recognition 
of student academic 
accomplishments are highlighted 
during an awards breakfast. 
Again, OSU students were 
successful.  The students returned 
with 6 of 20 scholarships awarded 
to poultry students in the western 
region of the U.S.  Recipients of 
$850 scholarships (due to the 
economy, reduced from the 
previous $1650) were Rachel 
McGovern, Grace 
Mountainspring, Salvador Rios 
and an incoming freshman.  Julie 
Kelly  and Travis Schaal, former 
ANS students now at OSU’s Vet 
School, were also scholarship 
recipients. 
 
The annual scrapbook 
competition held among the 
participating poultry clubs 
resulted in a first-place tie 
between OSU and U C-Davis. 
 
Andrea Bruce, an OSU senior 
majoring in Ag Bus Mgt and AnS 
(poultry option) was the recipient 
of a Student Award of Merit for 
her contributions and leadership 
efforts. 
 



ANS Students Accepted 
to Vet and Graduate 
Schools 
 
As of the end of March, 10 ANS 
students have received 
acceptances for the entering fall 
class at various vet schools and 3 
others are alternates. The schools  
accepting ANS students are 
Oregon State, Kansas State, 
University of Dublin, and the 
Royal Academy of Vet Medicine 
in London.  Three of the students 
were accepted to 2 or more 
colleges of Vet Medicine.  Other 
ANS students are alternates at 
Oregon State, Colorado State, 
Minnesota, Wisconsin, and 
Glasgow.  Students accepted are:  
Christina Bernards, Scott 
Capsey, Dustin Galbraith, Sara 
Livesay, Whitney Madigan, 
Caroline Odom, Rachel Rich, 
Michelle Shumaker, Rachel 
(Smith) Collins, and Brian 
Toncray.  Michelle Schmidt has 
been accepted to into a Master’s 
program in Food Safety at the 
University of British Columbia. 
 

First Show of Spring at 
Clark Meat Center 
 
It felt like spring on beautiful, 
sunny March 13th when Clark 
Meat Science Students barbecued 
hamburgers and hotdogs for 
hungry passer-bys.  Besides 
daffodils, creativity was 
blossoming with such delectables 
as lamb tomato basil, apple 
cinnamon rabbit, and pepper 
buffalo hot dogs – yum!!  Earlier 
that day, students had brought 
fresh-from-the-oven trail mix 
(complete with M&M’s) ground 
beef jerky over to Withycombe 
for sampling – delightful!  With 
the departure of Val Cannon, 
students will no longer be making 
such unique products; however, 
the retail store still has plenty of 
frozen cuts available for sale. 
 

Laird McCabe 
Mustang First in 
Competition   
 

 
  

Laird taking Sally over a jump.  
Photo courtesy of Cyndie Planck 

 
While her name, somewhat 
predictably, was Mustang Sally, 
perhaps it should have been Pegasus 
as the smallish brown mare virtually 
flew over jumps with rider laird 
McCabe  aboard… 
 

Mustang Heritage Foundation press 
release, March, 2009 

  
Laird McCabe, instructor at 
OSU’s Horse Center, and his 
Mustang, Sally, came from 
behind to take first place in the 
(first) 2009 Northwest Extreme 
Mustang Makeover held during 
the Northwest Equine Expo in 
Albany March 19-21.  Thirty-five 
trainers had picked up a wild 
American Mustang in Hines, OR, 
on December 5, with a little over 
90 days to get the horses started 
under saddle and ready to 
compete.  In the end, twenty-eight 
of the Pacific Northwest’s best 
horsemen and women 
participated in the three rounds of 
competition - an in-hand trail 
class/body condition score, a 
ridden trail class/simple reining 
pattern, and for the top ten horses, 
a final round of competition on 
the third day.   
 
Laird and Sally went into the 
final round in 3rd place but Sally 
prevailed, winning the final 
competition with an awesome  
score of 38 out of 40 points and 

bringing in a champion’s check 
for $3,000.  Immediately after the 
competition, all of the Mustangs 
were auctioned off for adoption 
(happily for Laird, Sally was 
adopted locally, and he will be 
able to continue working with 
her.)  Proceeds went to the 
Mustang Heritage Foundation to 
support other adoption programs 
across the country. 
 
Laird is very proud of his horse 
and the amazing job she did, 
especially since it usually takes 
horses years of training to learn 
what she learned in 3 months.     
Sally’s winning run can be seen 
on youtube.com (search "Laird 
McCabe" and a video of the finals 
will come up). 
 

Welcome New Grad 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome ANS grad (2007) 
Christine Shriver-Munsch back 
to the Department this term.  
Christine has returned to OSU 
from her home in Santa Cruz, 
CA, to begin a Master’s program 
in bovine reproductive 
physiology. 
 

 
 



Of Friends and Alums 
 
Kevin Julian (BS 2007), a career 
U.S. Marine, is being deployed to 
Afghanistan in April.  Kevin’s 
address is 2nd Lt. Kevin R. Julian, 
1st CEB, H&S; Unit 40501; FPO 
AE 96427-0501.  

____________ 
 

Long-time friend of the 
Department and former Mink 
Farm Manager John Adair 
stopped by to say hello in late 
March.  John brought in a piece 
of art that he had made, an 
exquisite, large platter patterned 
with more than 100 pieces of 
inlaid wood from around the 
world.  The piece is one in a long 
series of wood works he has done 
for his family.  John is still living 
in Corvallis.      

____________ 
 

After graduating 
from Animal 
Sciences with a 
BS degree in 
2006, Jessica 
(Snyder) Wilson 
traveled down to 

Louisiana State University to start 
an MS program with Dr. Kenneth 
Bondioli.  Jessica will be 
defending her thesis in early 
April, after which she will apply 
to several embryologist and 
research associate positions in the 
area.  Her thesis is on determining 
gene copy number in transfected 
caprine (goat) fibroblast cells.  
Jessica was also responsible for 
an experiment comparing the 
gene expression of day 7 and 8 
bovine blastocysts, to investigate 
if there is a difference in the 
developmental competence of 
these embryos.  Jessica says she 
never thought that this is where 
her education would take her, but 
she loves working in the field.    
 

____________ 
 

Taylor 
Callicrate (BS 
’06) completed 
an animal 
behaviour 
internship at the 
Smithsonian’s 
National Zoo in 

December, 2008.  Taylor will be 
starting a PhD program in Animal 
Science at the University of 
Maryland this August, where, 
hopefully, she be able to 
collaborate with scientists at the 
zoo, although not on the same 
project. 

We asked Taylor about her 
internship, and she kindly sent  
details with pictures:  For my 
internship, I worked with the 
zoo’s curatorial resident, bird 
house curator, biologists and 
keepers to design and carry out 
an environmental enrichment 
project with the zoo’s two 
cassowaries.  And yes, they are 
very mean!  They are the only 
birds whose pens keepers do not 
enter because the birds are very 
aggressive and have a spike on 
their foot that would cause a lot 
of damage if they kicked you.  Of 
the two birds at the zoo, both 
females, one was a bit nicer than 
the other.  The mean one, Earl, 
would lunge at us through the 
fence when we were working with 
her, but the nicer one, Earlene, 
was very calm and would even 
come to the visitor fence to be 
close to zoo visitors.  For the 
project, we tested enrichment 
items that would allow the 
cassowaries to spend some time 
foraging, since that behavior 
takes up most of their time in the 
wild. We hid their food (fruit) in 
straw, hung it on skewers in trees, 
and scattered it throughout the 
pen to create foraging 
opportunities.  We also used 
exploration-related enrichment 
items, such as mirrors, straw 
“mops”, and boomer balls, to 
introduce a little unpredictability 
to their environment. Overall, the 

foraging devices were more 
successful in increasing activity 
and enrichment-related behaviors 
for both cassowaries.  

 

 
 

(top) Earl with ball and (bottom) 
Earlene investigating straw broom at 
Smithsonian Zoo (photos courtesy of 
Taylor Callicrate) 
 

____________ 
 
It was wonderful to see Tom and  
Pat Hill , of Terrebonne, Oregon, 
in early April.  Tom says he  
doesn’t know how he could be 
deserving of such a great new   
job – he’s loving  his position as 
president of Ankony Farms, a 
seedstock company based in 
Georgia breeding Angus, 
Simmental and Hereford cattle.  
Tom left the Department in 
September, 2007.  Though he and 
Pat miss the green of the valley, 
they are getting to travel 
extensively and are enjoying 
seeing new parts of the country.   
 



 
______________________________________ 
 
 
 

     An Interview with... 

     Reinaldo Cooke 

     Assistant Professor, EOARC 

______________________________________ 

 

    
 
What got you interested 
in animal agriculture? 
 
I was born in Brazil, 
and grew up in a small 
town surrounded by 
beef cattle and sugar 
cane operations in the 
state of Sao Paulo.  As a 
kid, agriculture and 
rodeo were always part 
of my life.  When I 
turned 18, I joined the 

Brazilian Air Force because my biggest dream was to 
fly jets. However, I’m 6’4’’, and the instructors 
decided that I was too tall to join the flight academy. I 
decided then to go back to my roots, and enrolled at the 
Sao Paulo State University – Animal Sciences and 
Veterinary Medicine School. I graduated in 2003, and 
moved to Florida in the summer of 2004 to begin my 
Master’s degree. During grad school, I married my 
college sweetheart, Flavia, who then moved to Florida 
and began working on her Master’s in Animal 
Molecular and Cell Biology. In 2008, I graduated with 
my PhD, found out I was going to be a dad, and had 
the opportunity to apply for a Beef Specialist position 
with Oregon State University! 
 
What brought you to EOARC?  
  
All my graduate work focused on cow-calf production 
within extensive forage-based systems. Although 
Florida and Oregon are completely different in terms of 
weather and environment, cattle production in these 
states shares some similarities. Further, I like 
challenges, and moving to the other side of the country 
was one that got me really excited. I always wanted to 
experience the western way of life.  
 
 

At the EOARC, I plan to build an integrated research 
and extension program targeted to address the needs of 
beef cattle producers in the state of Oregon. More 
specifically, I plan to directly investigate questions and 
issues raised by Oregon beef producers, delivering 
answers and results via extension activities and 
materials, and also focus my research program on 
alternatives to enhance productivity of growing and 
mature cattle within cow-calf scenarios. 
 
What are favorite things about your job in Eastern 
Oregon? 
 
I like to work on a research station, seeing cattle right 
outside my window. When I need a break from writing 
papers, I can go outside and relax a little. Eastern 
Oregon is a beautiful place, and we can see the Steens 
Mountains from the station. People are friendly, and 
the small town environment is being really good for me 
and my wife.  Even though we’ve been here for only 2- 
½  months, it seems that we know almost everybody in 
town! 
  
Outside of your work, what do you enjoy doing?    
 
I like sports, particularly soccer (I’m from Brazil, of 
course), rodeo, and football. I’ll have more time now 
for fishing and hunting. I like to drive to the forest right 
outside Burns and hike with Flavia and our three dogs.  
Now, with the baby coming, I’m not exactly sure how 
my life is going to be! His name will be Victor, and 
he’s expected to join us sometime in May. 
 
My wife also works at the EOARC, as faculty research 
assistant.  My parents, Nelson  and Rosangela, sister 
Ana Maria, and brother Guilherme all are in Brazil, 
and I miss them terribly. Nevertheless, I try to go back 
to Brazil at least once a year, for the holidays, and they 
will also come visit us at least once a year. 
 

_____________________________________ 
 

 
 



OSU in the News 
 
On March 2, OSU’s Barometer featured a front page 
article on Animal Sciences’ new hire, Dr. Reinaldo 
Cooke, Beef Extension Specialist, Eastern Oregon Ag 
Research Center, Burns.  Reinaldo is researching the 
effect of stress, in the form of human interaction, on 
the reproductive performance of beef cows and heifers.  
He says that calves see humans as predators, and if 
they are not used to being handled by people at an 
early age, then they get extremely stressed and release 
a hormone called cortisol, which can be detrimental to 
their reproductive process.  Getting used to human 
interaction by the time they are weaned from their 
mothers is a huge step in reducing stress levels, 
resulting in puberty at a younger age.  The focus of 
Reinaldo’s research is a fairly uninvestigated area, and 
he hopes that sharing the results of his studies will 
benefit ranchers throughout the country. 
 

__________________________ 

 
  
Chad Mueller with “college cows,” photo courtesy of  Lee 
Farren. 
 
The March 16th issue of the East Oregonian ran a story 
by reporter Lee Farren titled “College cows assist 
researchers.”  The article presents an overall view of 
OSU’s Eastern Oregon Agricultural Research Center 
(EOARC) in Union, where researchers, including Tim 
DelCurto and Chad Mueller, try to help producers 
stay competitive while developing production systems 
that are economically, socially and ecologically 
sustainable.  The 250 (Angus cross-bred) cow ranch 
comes as close as possible to a typical commercial beef 
operation, where knowledge gained through research is 
the valued commodity.  The biggest projects at the 
station currently are looking at the impact of genetic 
selection for marbling on future calf crops and the 
efficiency of calves produced by forage-developed 
bulls.       
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Birthdays    

Dean Frischknecht................................................. 7 
Dale Weber............................................................ 8 
Gene Pirelli.......................................................... 24 
 
 

Travel/Presentations 
 
Aurora Villarroel  presented at the annual Oregon 
Dairy Farmers Association meeting held at Eagle 
Creek, Redmond, March 2-4.  Her presentation was 
titled “Achievable Reproductive and Health Parameters 
on Dairy Farms in Oregon.” 

 
News and Notes 
 
Congratulations to ANS grad student Hannah Morris , 
nominated by the Department for membership in 
Gamma Sigma Delta, the Honor Society of 
Agriculture. 
 
Harry Nakaue has a book to suggest for reading 
pleasure in conjunction with celebrating Oregon’s 
150th birthday this year.   In celebration of our state’s 
birthday, the Oregon Library Association has chosen 
one book for all Oregonians to read:  Stubborn Twig, 
by Lauren Kessler.  The book was published by the 
Oregon State University Press.  Copies are in the OSU 
and  Benton County libraries.  The book also can be 
purchased at Borders or the OSU bookstore.  The book 
is about the humble beginning of the Yasui family of 
Hood River.  It is an educational book well worth 
reading.  
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