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Kari Henschel Moves to Kerr 
 

July brought a seismic change to our Department, in the departure of long-time co-
worker and friend Kari Henschel.  Kari arrived as an office specialist in our 
Department from Dryden Hall when the Departments of Poultry and Animal Science 
merged in 1991.  During her stay here, she took training in accounting, and for the 
past many years has served as Accounting Technician in the Department.  
 
Genuinely interested in people, and helpful in so many ways, both large and small, 
Kari contributed in no small part to the spirit of the Department.  We couldn’t be 
happier for Kari in her promotion to Accountant in Kerr Admin, but at the same time 
hugely miss her warm and ever cheery personality, not to mention capable, 
dependable and innovative assistance!  Withycombe will never be the same without 
that delightful Kari laugh wafting down its hallways!       

 
Doctoral Student Visits 
 

Ana Ulmer-Franco, PhD student with Dr. Gaylene Fasenko at the University of Alberta, 
Edmonton, Canada, visited Dr. Gita Cherian’s lab between July 14th and July 31st.  During this 
time, Ana learned techniques for extraction and quantification of antibodies (IgY) from egg 
yolks and yolk sacs, techniques that she will use in her PhD research on investigating the role of 
these antibodies on yolk sac infections and chick quality. Dr. Cherian is a collaborator in the 
research grants that support Ana’s research.  Ana is a native of Bucaramanga, Colombia, located 
in Santander, the main poultry producing province in the country.   
 

 
 
Publications 
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Research Collaboration News 
  
Oregon State University Finds Edible Coating Makes Fish Fillets Last Longer, Possibly Healthier… 

http://www.foodprocessing.com/ industrynews/2009/101.html 

 Animal   Sciences   News 



A collaborative research project from Dr. Yanyun Zhao’s group, OSU Food Science and Technology, and Dr. Gita 
Cherian focusing on the application of edible chitosan coatings for extending the quality of fish fillets and for 
incorporating omega-3 fish oils has been picked-up by a few news services.  

The story is based on a manuscript that has been accepted for publication in the journal, Food Chemistry.   The study 
found that, in addition to increasing omega-3 levels, coating fillets delayed the growth of microorganisms and reduced 
lipid oxidation in refrigerated and frozen samples.    

New Grad 
 
Congratulations to Sarah-Cate Antoine (ANS BS ’07), who  successfully defended her thesis for a master of science 
degree in poultry science on July 22.  Her thesis presentation was titled “Legume grains (Phaseolus vulgaris and Pisum 
sativum) of the Pacific Northwest as an alternative broiler feedstuff.  Sarah-Cate’s research was done under the 
guidance of major professor Dr. Jim Hermes.  She expects to pursue a career in the field of animal science.     
 

Animal Sciences in the News 
 
The July, 2009, issue of Shorthorn Country (pp. 92-96) features an article titled “Shorthorns Go To College,”  detailing 
the history of Hillside Ranch and its acquisition by OSU.  Written by Nancy Ferguson and Dr. Bert Moore, the article 
and accompanying photos are a delightful look at the evolution of the Southdown flock and current Shorthorn herd at 
Hillside Ranch, and what acquisition of the ranch means to the teaching program at OSU.  A copy of the magazine is 
displayed in Withycombe’s main office.           
 

News and Notes 
 
The Department was visited in July by a former student, Greg Macy.  Greg, who hails from Madras, is now living in 
Tacna, Arizona, where he works for Applied Green Energy, Inc. 
 
While attending the annual meeting of the Poultry Science Association in North Carolina last month, Gita Cherian met 
her former student, Dr. Ramesh Selvaraj.  Ramesh is currently an assistant professor at the other OSU. He lives in 
Wooster, Ohio, and is working on poultry nutritional immunology.  Ramesh says “hi to all.”  He is busy with research, 
teaching and raising two little boys, ages 1 and 3.   
 
ALUM UPDATES: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Katy Wallace and husband Travis Wallace 
 
Katy Paul (BS 1999; MS 2001). I recently married and changed my to Dr. Katy Wallace.  I continue to work as a 
veterinarian in Burns, enjoying mixed animal practice.  
��
Ed Note:  We had heard bits and pieces about Katy’s meeting her husband through her practice, and when we contacted 
her about this she kindly elaborated!…  
�
I did meet my husband through my practice.  Travis's neighbor had gone over to his place to ask him to shoot the 
neighbor’s horse because the animal was in pain with a  heel bulb laceration.  Having grown up with horses all his life, 
Travis knew that we could fix the horse.  With its owner, he drove  the horse the 75 miles into town.  On my end, I had 



heard there was a yearling mustang stud colt with a heel bulb laceration coming in.  I knew the owners and knew the 
horse hadn't been handled a lot so I was ready for a rodeo. 
        
 When they got to the clinic, this guy (Travis) walked the colt into the barn and tied him up.   I was shocked when the 
horse stood there quietly, and wondered who this guy was.  When he convinced the horse’s owner to run errands in 
town and "let the girls do their job," I was really impressed.  My technician told me who Travis was (his family had 
been in the area a long time and were known for being good horsemen; his dad is a well known roper in this area) and 
that he was single.  I laughed, and got to work. 
 
Two weeks later, they brought the colt back for cast removal and castration (GOOD IDEA).  Travis brought the colt in, 
and when he came to pick up the colt and take him home, my technician gave Travis my number.  He called that 
evening.  I told him I was on call so I didn't know about going out.  He said "No big deal - if something comes up, I'll 
just go with you."  So I knew he was a keeper. �
 
Jo (Abbott) Roach (BS 1985).  After graduating from OSU I began my zoo keeping career at Wildlife Safari in 
Winston, OR.  In 1990, I  moved to Seattle, WA,  began working at the Woodland Park Zoo, and have been there ever 
since.     
 
After working in a couple 
different areas of the zoo, I now work as Quarantine Keeper in the Animal Health Department, taking care of new 
animals that arrive at our zoo during their quarantine period.  I have worked with a wide variety of taxa but my 
favorite zoo animals remain the hippos that I took care of for 8 years.  My husband and I have been married for 18 
years.  Russ is an Elephant Keeper at WPZ. 
 
Away from work, my hobby is training my corgi and three border collies for herding, agility, obedience and tracking 
competitions.  They keep me pretty busy. �    
   

 
Travel/Presentations 
 
Erica Ramsing was among the travelers attending the annual meetings of the ADSA/ASAS/ CSAS in Quebec last 
month.  

 
 

 
  

August Birthdays 
 
Chanda Engel.................................. 4 
Randy Mills .................................. 15 
Jim Oldfield .................................. 30 
Irene Pilgrim................................. 31 
 

Research Update 
 

Dr. David Froman, with the able help of Research Assistant Allen Feltmann, is  continuing rewarding research in the 
area of poultry reproduction.  The results of his research are beginning to be applied commercially, and his work 
promises more aid to the Industry in the future. 



 
Here is David's update…  
  
My research at the moment is working towards the following:  (1) development of a procedure wherein fowl sperm can 
be stored in vitro with little or no loss of fertilizing ability, (2) helping US primary breeders improve male fertility by 
application of the commercial sperm mobility assay, and (3) determining gene networks that determine sperm mobility 
phenotype in chickens. 
 
In regard to the first objective, I recently returned from the ADSA/CSAS/ASAS meeting in Montreal, where I 
presented a paper entitled “A theoretical approach to sperm preservation based upon mitochondrial energetic” as part of 
a Cell Biology Symposium.  This paper will soon be published in the Journal of Animal Science.  This work is 
significant for the following reasons.  Traditional semen preservation research – in any given species – has been based 
upon a trial-and-error method.  While this process eventually enabled bovine semen to be sold as a commodity, such 
development has yet to happen for poultry semen.  I have discovered that one can manipulate mitochondrial calcium 
cycling, which helps maintain sperm motility, and thereby inactivate and reactivate fowl sperm.  
 
In regard to the second objective, I have just returned from a trip to Arkansas.  Though details are proprietary, the 
largest US primary breeder of meat-type chickens will be using the sperm mobility assay (Animal Reproduction 
Systems, Chino, CA) for selecting pedigree line males, as has been done by the largest US primary breeder of egg-type 
chickens for several years.  Having discovered this quantitative trait in the mid-1990s, I am pleased to have received a 
US patent, had the patent licensed, received an NRI Research Highlight for technology transfer, and now assisted with 
application of the assay within industry.  To the best of my knowledge, my research  – which leads from original 
discovery to new technology to commercial application – is unique within OSU’s poultry research effort.  
 
In regard to my third objective, a colleague at the University of Arkansas (Doug Rhoads, Professor of Genetics) and a 
former student at Washington State University (Derek McLean, Associate Professor of Animal Genomics) hope to 
identify the gene networks responsible for phenotypic variation in sperm mobility.  In fact, it is my hope that our work 
will constitute the first systems biology USDA grant awarded to the Department of Animal Sciences. 
 


