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Two of our faculty are recipients of major awards at society meetings this summer.  Congratulations to Jim Thompson 
and Fred Stormshak for the following!... 

 
Fred Stormshak To Receive SSR Distinguished Service Award 
 
Fred Stormshak will be receiving the Distinguished Service Award from the Society for the Study of Reproduction 
during the annual meeting of the Society July 18-22 in Pittsburgh, PA.  Fred was nominated for the award by Dr. Joy 
Pate of Penn State University. The award is given to honor persons who have made  significant contributions through 
leadership and service to the field of Reproductive Biology.  
 

Jim Thompson Receives WSASAS Extension Award 
 
Jim Thompson was honored at the Western Section, American Society of Animal Science, meeting at Fort Collins, 
CO, June 16-18 by being named the recipient of the WSASAS Extension Award.  Jim is being recognized for his 20 
years of service to the sheep producers of Oregon and his contributions to sheep management research.  In recent years, 
Jim has taught classes in Feeds and Feeding as well as sheep industry and production classes in the Department and 
annually presents a lecture on sheep nutrition to students in the College of Veterinary Medicine.  Jim has been an active 
member of WSASAS over the years and in 2006 served as WSASAS President.   
 

Travel/Presentations 
 
Peter Cheeke will attend the 4th International Conference on Saponins, Nancy, France, July 9-11, and present an 
invited talk, “Applications of yucca and quillaja saponins in animal production.” 
 
Gita Cherian will attend the annual meeting of the Poultry Science Association in Raleigh, NC, and present the 
following papers: 
  Cherian, G., J. Bautista-Ortega, A.S. Abd El-Hakim, A. E. Aziza, and N. Quezada. Breeder hen age and 
dietary oils affect egg quality and yolk lipid components (poster). 

 Animal   Sciences   News 

 

JULY, 2009 
 

  7/3  4th of July Holiday (University closed).  
 
  7/12-16  Joint Annual Meeting, American Dairy Science Association, Canadian Society of Animal 
     Science, American Society of Animal Science, Montreal.  
  
  7/18-22  42nd Annual Meeting, Society for the Study of Reproduction, Pittsburgh. 
 
  7/20-23  Poultry Science Association Annual Meeting, Raleigh, North Carolina. 
   
 



 D. Gonzalez, D. Mustacich,  M.G. Traber, and G. Cherian. Tissue polyunsaturated fatty acid content, vitamin 
E status and cyclooxygenase-2 (COX-2) protein expression during lipopolysaccharide challenge in broiler chickens: 
Effects of dietary lipids and time of feeding (poster). 
 Z. Hayat, G. Cherian, T.N. Pasha, F.M. Khattak, and M.A. Jabbar.  Studies on sensory evaluation and 
consumer acceptance of omega-3 enriched designer eggs (oral presentation by Z. Hayat). 

Zafar Hayat, former visiting professor in Dr. Gita Cherian’s lab, attended the XIII European Symposium on the 
Quality of Eggs and Egg Products held in Turku, Finland, on June 21-25, 2009, and presented the following paper 
based on research conducted at OSU: 
 Z. Hayat, G. Cherian, T. N. Pasha and F. M. Khattak.  Effect of antioxidant supplementation and refrigerated 
storage on fatty acid profile, tocopherols and oxidative stability of omega-3 enriched eggs.  
 
Troy Downing, David Froman, Mike Gamroth, Jim Males and Fred Stormshak  will be attending the ASAS-
ADSA meeting in Montreal July 12-16. 
 Troy Downing will present a poster, co-authored by K. Stiglbauer, M. Gamroth and J. Hart, titled “Copper 
and zinc accumulation in dairy production systems.”   
 David Froman is attending the meeting as an invited speaker for a Cell Biology Symposium.  His talk is titled 
“A theoretical approach to sperm preservation based upon mitochondrial energetics.”   
  
Chanda Engel attended the Lost River Grazing Academy June 9-12, 2009 - a hands-on Management Intensive Grazing 
training program put on by the University of Idaho Extension.   
 
Fred Stormshak and Mary Meaker  will be traveling to Pittsburgh July 18th to attend the annual meeting of the SSR, 
where Fred will receive the society’s Distinguished Service Award. 
 
Aurora Villarroel  attended the International Conference on the Use of Antimicrobials in Cattle Production in 
Manhattan, KS, on May 27-29. 
 On June 20, Aurora spoke at the 10th Annual Meeting of the Colored Angora Goat Breeders Association in 
Eugene.  She heads to  
Saskatchewan July 17, invited by Intervet to a Dairy Key Influencer Meeting. 

 
Publications 

  
G. Cherian, A. Campbell, T. Parker.  2009. Egg quality and lipid composition of eggs from hens fed Camelina sativa.  
J. Appl. Poult. Res. 18:143-150. 
  
J. Bautista-Ortega, D.E. Goeger, and G. Cherian.  2009.  Egg yolk n-6 and n-3 fatty acids modify tissue lipid 
components, antioxidant status, and ex vivo eicosanoid production in chick cardiac tissue.  Poult. Sci. 88:1167-1175. 
  

News and Notes 
 
It was delightful to see Katie Dunlap (BS ‘01, MS ’02) again in June.  Katie was in the area to receive a Distinguished 
Alumni Award from Linn Benton Community College.  After leaving OSU, Katie completed a PhD program at Texas 
A&M (2006), and now is a researcher at the university’s Animal Science  uterine biology lab.  Katie says she loves life 
at College Station, a university town similar to Corvallis, though she misses trees and the seasons.  She was here with 
her fiancé, who also is with Texas A&M.      
 
Bob Pawelek, former Animal Sciences Extension agent, has transferred from Carlsbad, NM, to Ridgecrest, CA, where 
he is Branch Chief for Natural Resources in the BLM’s California Desert District.  Bob says that this makes 3 deserts 
and 4 time zones that he has resided in.  Being a little bit closer to Oregon, he might be wandering in one of these days! 
 
 
   



 

July Birthdays 
 

Fred Stormshak...........................................................4 
Shelby Filley.............................................................13 
Don Holtan ................................................................ l5 
Harry Nakaue............................................................20 
 
 

Colts-in-Training Sale Draws Wide Interest   

Our Horse Center hosted its annual Colts-in-Training sale on June 6th.  The sale is the conclusion of the two-term class 
in which students were given a colt and a green horse to start and train. The students are responsible for all work done 
on the colts with the final goal of a solid start to be finished in any discipline.  A new addition to the sale this year was 
the Open Cattle Competition, which featured Team Penning, Ranch Sorting, and Ranch Branding.  The purpose of this 
competition was to encourage more of the equine community to attend the sale and, with very few competitions such as 
this offered in the surrounding area, many equine enthusiasts took notice. Numerous people attended the sale, both to 
compete in the Open Cattle Competition as well as to bid on colts, and several who came solely to compete in the day’s 
events ended up purchasing colts from the sale as well.  With the success of this year’s competition, we look forward to 
offering more events like this to the public in the future.   

Animal Sciences in the News 
 
The June 5th edition of the Capital Press featured a story on page 8E by John Schmitz titled “Scientists scrutinize 
organic herd health.”  The article sums up work being done by Mike Gamroth  and MS student Katie Stiglbauer to 
examine the impact of organic vs. conventional management practices on dairy herd health and production.  According 
to Mike, common speculation is that if you’re organic you won’t be able to produce as much milk, and disease will be a 
problem.  Data collected from this study should put such speculation to rest.   
 
The bulk of the nearly $1 million in USDA funds to support the two year study have been given to the University of 
Wisconsin, which has selected OSU and Cornell to participate in the study.  Over the next two summers, Katie will be 
traveling the state, visiting 50 organic and conventional dairies, armed with a 27 page questionnaire focusing on disease 
as well as housing, milking procedures, lactation cycles and water quality.  In the end, the study should come up with 
helpful benchmarks for keeping dairy cows healthy, on both conventional and organic farms, while optimizing income 
and milk quality.      
 

A Historical Note about Withycombe 109 
 

                                    
 

           
 
 



We’re all familiar with the animal agriculture photo murals displayed in and around Withycombe 109, but their 
identities are not so well known.  Dean Frischknecht has kindly identified the photos for us.  He acquired most of 
these for the Department, beginning in about 1960, and describes them as follows (from top left clockwise): 
 
Frank Rudd Jersey dairy herd, SW Oregon, courtesy of the Oregon Dairy Products Commission, 1961. 

 
Tom Densley sheep herd, Baker, Oregon, presented by Tom and Lorraine Densley.  This is a copy of a photo mural 
hanging in the Department of the Interior, Washington, DC.   
 
Herding horses in Fort Rock, Oregon; Rube Long is on horse at left (photo taken by Bob Henderson). 
 
This large photo mural of a Hereford herd in the front entrance to Withycombe Hall was donated by Darrell Brown for 
the American Hereford Association. 
 
Swine herd in Oregon, courtesy of Oregon Swine Growers. 
 
Angus ranch, Josephine County. 
 
Yearling Hereford steers owned by Herman Oliver, Bear Valley, Grant County, Oregon. 
 
The podium and sound system in Withycombe 109 were given in memory of Harry Lindgren (1888-1961) for his 
outstanding service to the Oregon Livestock Industry.   
 
 
_________________________ 
 

An Interview with 

Abeer Aziza, 

Visiting Scientist 

_________________________ 

 
Where did you spend your growing up years? How did you become interested in animal 
agriculture?  
 
I spent my growing up years in a small city (village) in Egypt, in Damita state, which is 
located on the Mediterranean Sea.  I did not grow up on a farm, but sometimes I went with 
my grandfather to visit his farm nearby, where he raised crops and had a few animals.  My 
mother raised chickens and ducks on the roof of our house, and I liked to help her.  Raising 
small animals in this way is very common in villages in Egypt, where roofs are flat and 
sometimes there is no yard – my sister even has turkeys and rabbits on her roof!  Raising 
small animals is a good way for women at home to stay busy, and provide food for their 
families that is much more delicious than what is available in the stores.  I especially like 
poultry because they are easy animals to deal with. 
 

What brought you to OSU?  What is the nature of your work here?    
 
I received my undergraduate degree and Master’s degree in veterinary medicine (specializing in nutrition) at Mansoura 
University, which is two hours from my home.  When I got a scholarship from my government to do the practical part 
of my PhD degree program abroad, I wanted to come to the USA.  Searching on-line for poultry nutrition programs, I 
came across Dr. Gita Cherian’s name, and was able to come to OSU.  Here in Dr. Cherian’s lab, I am working on 
polyunsaturated fatty acids and their sources, feeding poultry these sources and determining how they affect the health 
of poultry and quality of eggs – all of this is related to nutrition. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Is it common for women in Egypt to go to university and study abroad?   
 
These days it is common for women in Egypt to study anything they want and many women in my country are better 
than men in their fields. The ratio of 1:1 has now become 1:2 (male/female) for university students.  It is common now 
for women to study abroad.   
 
Outside of your work at OSU, what do you enjoy doing – any favorite pastimes/hobbies?  
 
My family, including my husband, Khaled, my son Amir (age 7) and my daughter Mariam (age 6) take much of my 
time, but I like to watch TV (movies, series) when I have free time.  
 
What are your favorite things about your job/Corvallis?  Is life here in Oregon just as you expected, or have there been 
surprises?   
 
I like my work here; it is interesting, especially when I do lab procedures for the first time. When I planned to come to 
the USA, I thought it would be different here, not in a work sense, but I thought life, and the people, would be like what 
I watched in American movies in my country.  Instead I have found something different – I see simple people and a 
quiet life much like my home in Egypt, maybe because Corvallis is a small city.  But I like it here – it is safe and quiet.   
 
When you finish your degree, what are your plans?   
 
I have been here one year and I hope my embassy will extend me another year so that I will be able to finish my work.  
Once I finish my PhD research, I will return to Mansoura University to defend my thesis, and then continue teaching 
there as assistant lecturer of nutrition and nutritional deficiency diseases.  I hope to get another chance to travel and 
learn more about other countries - I would be happy to go anywhere they will take me.  
 

Grants Awarded 
 
Gita Cherian, Ag Research Foundation, $11,500.  “Camelina sativa for omega-3 egg production.”  
 
Jim Males, Ag Research Foundation, $12,500.  “Puberty development and reproductive performance in beef heifers 
fed rations supplemented with Oregon by-product feeds.” 
 
Fred Menino, Ag Reserch Foundation, $12,500.  “Plasma markers of cystic ovarian disease:  Plasminogen activators 
and inhibitors.” 


