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(pictured left) OSU’s IHSA Team at National Competition, 2009 

 
IHSA Team Takes 2nd at Nationals 

…ANS Sophomore Hayley McGuire 
 

On April 23-26, the Oregon State University equestrian team 
competed at Middle Tennessee State University in 
Murfreesboro, TN, at the prestigious IHSA National 
Championship. Throughout the course of the four day 
competition, the Oregon State riders were able to collect 
enough points to earn the title of Reserve National Champion 

Team behind University of Findlay (four time National Top Two Team) and tying with The Ohio State University (four 
time National Top Two team).   
 
Aside from the team competition, four riders competed individually in Western at IHSA Nationals this year. 
Sophomore Haley Marsh gave an extraordinary performance—landing herself the title of Reserve Champion in her 
Novice Horsemanship class. Junior Kathleen Kruchok placed tenth in her Beginner Horsemanship class, while 
Freshman Elizabeth Whitman finished tenth in her Open Horsemanship class. Senior Sara Gibson rode in both Open 
Horsemanship and Reining—and although she was out of the ribbons in reining, came back for a fourth place finish in 
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  6/1 OSU Dairy Club’s Grilled Cheese Day, MU Quad,  11:00-2:00.  
 
  6/6 OSU Horse Center Colts-In-Training Sale and Open Cattle Competition, Benton County 
    Fairgrounds, beginning  8 a.m.  Sponsored by Corvallis New Holland, Del’s Feed & Supply, Purina  
    Mills, TNJ Feed & Pellets, Wilbur-Ellis and Wilco.  
  
  6/12 Birthday Cake and Coffee, Staff Lounge, 2:30 p.m.  
 
  6/13 OSU Commencement, 9 a.m..   
 
  6/16-18 Annual Meeting, Western Section, American Society of Animal Science, Fort Collins, CO. 
 
  6/24 Range Field Day, 2009:  Livestock/Wildlife Grazing Behavior Research.  Northern Great Basin 
    Experimental Range, west of Riley, OR.  Sponsored by OSU Department of Rangeland Ecology and  
    Management and the EOARC (see posting in Staff Lounge for details). 
 
 



Open Horsemanship. With impressive top ten finishes in four out of five individual western classes, the individual 
western riders easily proved themselves as top notch competitors. 
 
Although the English team fell short of qualifying for National competition, three individual riders represented OSU at 
Nationals in the English competition. In fields of 18 riders per class, the English riders were up against difficult odds. 
Sophomore Kathryn Pratt  rode into an incredible third place finish in her Intermediate Over Fences class—the highest 
placing for any Oregon State English rider to date. In addition to Pratt’s chart topping finish, Sophomore Hayley 
McGuire placed 7th in her Walk-Trot-Canter Equitation class. 
 
In addition to a large team of team and individual competitors, two of OSU’s graduating seniors received the local High 
Point titles. Sara Gibson (Western) and Katie Curtis  (English) accumulated enough points individually over the 
season in their respective disciplines to earn themselves each a spot in the overall highpoint competition at Nationals. 
Gibson competed in two phases of the American Quarter Horse Association Highpoint Rider competition- showing in 
both reining and western horsemanship classes with other highpoint riders from around the country.  Curtis competed 
in the two phases of Cachionne Cup- riding in jumping and English equitation classes. Both of these titles are highly 
coveted and are considered the pinnacle of individual competition in IHSA. Although neither senior placed in these 
grueling face-offs, both showed incredible skill and showed that their spot in the competition was well deserved. 
 
With the best National placing to date for the Western team, the Beavers have high hopes going into next year’s season. 
For more information regarding OSU’s IHSA team, please visit www.osuihsa.com. 
 
National Team: 
Kelsey Leonard, Team Beginner Western Horsemanship - 3rd place 
Kathleen Kruchok, Individual Beginner Western Horsemanship - 10th place 
Hayley McGuire, Team Intermediate Western Horsemanship - 2nd place; Individual Walk-Trot-Canter English 
Equitation - 7th place 
Kaci Sintek, Team Novice Western Horsemanship - 3rd place 
Haley Marsh, Team Advanced Western Horsemanship - 3rd place; Individual Novice Western Horsemanship - 2nd 
place 
Sara Gibson, Team Open Western Horsemanship - 3rd place; Team Open Reining - Honorable Mention;                         
Individual Open Western Horsemanship - 4th place;                         Individual Open Reining - Honorable Mention;                      
AQHA Cup - Honorable Mention 
Elizabeth Whitman, Individual Open Western Horsemanship - 10th place 
Kathryn Pratt , Individual Intermediate Over Fences - 3rd place 
Katie Curtis , Individual Open Over Fences- Honorable Mention; Cachionne Cup- Honorable Mention 
 
Ed Note:  OSU’s Barometer featured an article about the IHSA team  on May 13, citing dedicated practice (5 times a 
week at least) and the strong supportive bond among team members and coach Dawn Salazar as reasons for their best 
showing nationally since the team’s founding in 2000.  According to Hayley McGuire, East Coast schools have not 
seen West Coast schools as a threat in the past.  No more!   
 

Publications 
 
Downing, T. and P. French.  2009.  Improved understanding of fiber digestibility in ryegrasses.  Journal of Extension 
Vol. 47, No. 2. 
 

Travel/Presentations 
 
Dawn Sherwood traveled to Denver, CO, in late May to attend a joint conference involving the National Association 
of Equine Affiliated Academics and the Equine Science Society.  The meeting was a first time gathering of faculty 
representing equine science academic programs.    
 
Jim Thompson will be traveling to the annual meeting of the Western Section, American Society of Animal Science, 
in Fort Collins, CO, June 16-18.  



Animal Sciences in the News 
 
The May 4, 2009, edition of Feedstuffs, pp. 8 and 10, features a “Viewpoint” article by Dr. Candace Croney, now of 
The Ohio State University, titled “State-by-state welfare legislation not solution.”  Dr. Croney argues that state by state 
animal welfare legislation can result in overall worsening conditions for farm animals (in addition to added cost for 
consumers), when local farmers are unable to comply with new regulations and states are forced to import animal 
products from other states, increasing production where there may be no animal care legislation.  A much better 
scenario would be for the animal industries to recognize that animal welfare concerns are here to stay, define their own 
welfare problems rather than allowing others to do so, and proactively take corrective measures, alleviating any need 
for legislation.  (A copy of Candace’s article is on the front desk in the Main Office.) 
 
May 6th’s edition of Sheep Industry News features a review of Dean Frischknecht’s book, “Old Deseret Live Stock 
Company:  A Stockman’s Memoir.”  Several in the Department have already read Dean’s book, that describes his eight 
years as a young foreman in charge of the sheep herds at Deseret, at one time the world’s largest wool producer.  
Dean’s glimpses of sheep ranching history are vivid, and his book a labor of love.  If you haven’t had a chance to read 
it, ask him for a copy!  
           

Colt Sale Happening June 6 

 (pictured left)  Colts in training at the Horse Center 

…Sierra Paxton, ANS Senior 

On behalf of the OSU Colts-in-Training class, I would like to 
invite you to the 2009 OSU Colts-in-Training Sale and Open Cattle 
Competition. It will be held on Saturday, June 6th, at the Benton 
County Fairgrounds.  Twenty head of horses will be sold via live 
auction; the colts range in age from 2-8 years.  All are registered 
AQHA, APHA, and ApHC horses started under saddle and the 
basics of reining and ranch work.  Looking for a show horse, ranch 
horse, trail, or halter horse?  There is something for everyone in 
this group of horses.  Come check out all the hard work this year's 
Colt Class has put in and the great horses that have come out of it. 

We are also holding an open cattle competition in conjunction with the sale as an additional fundraiser for the Colts-in-
Training Program. It is open to public entrants and there will be three events: team penning, ranch sorting, and team 
branding. The day will begin at 9 a.m. with team penning and at 12 p.m. the colts will be previewed, then sold at 1 p.m. 
via live auction.  Following the live auction sale, the cattle competition will continue with Ranch Sorting and Team 
Branding. There will be prizes to the winners in each event and an optional jackpot.  

There will also be lunch on site. 

Come support the OSU Colts in Training Sale and find a horse that's right for you!  Hope to see you all there.  If you 
have any questions feel free to contact us at coltsale@live.com or check out our website at 
http://coltsale.farming.officelive.com/default.aspx for more information. 

 

June Birthdays 
 

Matt Kennedy ................................. 8 
Jim Thompson ............................... l2 
Janice Allen .................................. 22 



News and Notes 
 
Congratulations to Assistant Professor, EOARC,  Reinaldo Cooke, and his wife, Flavia, on the birth of their first child, 
Victor Cooke.  Victor was born on May 7th.   
 
 

Pre-vet majors Emily Amsler (left, Biology) and Ashley Runey (right, Animal 
Sciences) and friend “Larry” were happy to find a willing participant in Withycombe 
108 for their “Pass the Pig” Pre-Vet Club fundraiser in early May.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Department is sad to report the passing of Dr. Joe B. Johnson.  Joe graduated from OSU in 1939 with a major in 
animal husbandry and agricultural education and subsequently earned a Master’s degree here.  He was a high school 
teacher in Imbler and Helix, Oregon, and also taught livestock judging and coached the  Livestock Judging Team in our  
Department for a time.  Joe entered the Marine Corps in 1942; his Pacific platoon received the Presidential Citation and 
Joe earned a Bronze Star for his leadership.  He completed his Ph.D. at Pullman, and was Extension Equine Specialist 
and Swine Specialist in Washington for 27 years.  Joe was a nationally recognized livestock judge, specializing in 
horses, and advised/encouraged the national Appaloosa Club in its development.  His contributions to 4-H were 
recognized in 2001 when he was inducted into the 4-H Hall of Fame.  
 
Animal Sciences News is published monthly by the Department of Animal Sciences, Oregon State University; Editor, Helen Chesbrough. 
 


